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Abstract The Cycas-feeding butterfly which was uncorrectly regarded as 
Lampides boeticus (LINNAEUS, 1767) in the past should be Chilades pandava pandava 
(HORSFIELD, 1829). And I propose two assumptions about the reason of its presence 
in Taiwan. 


Chilades pandava pandava (HORSFIELD, 1829) was first recorded from Taiwan in 
1976 in The Major Pests of Flowers and Trees in Taiwan. Later, it was mentioned 
again by CHANG (1982) as the famous bean-pest Lampides boeticus (LINNAEUS, 1767). 
Having examined the specimens preserved in Department of Forest Biology, Taiwan 
Forestry Research Institrte, one of which has been used by CHANG (1982), I come to the 
conclusion that they do not belong to L. boeticus but should be identified with Chzlades 
pandava pandava (HORSFIELD, 1829). 


Chilades pandava pandava (HORSFIELD, 1829) 


Adult & (Figs. 1-4): The upperside of forewing is larvender blue. 9 (Figs. 5- 8): 
The blue iridescent area only extends over half length of the forewing, not reaching the 
costal margin, which is just near the base of the hindwing. So that they all belong to 
the wet season blood described by BIGHAM (1907). The figure of adult in the first work 
is different from the characteristics described above, and a further investigation should 
be made in the future. 

Length of forewing & : 13.8 and 14.5 mm. 2: 14.4 and 14.9 mm. 

Early Stages: Unfortunately the early stages of this species could not be observed 
by me, but the both works show the figures of a red larva staying on the undersid of 
a leaflet or feeding into its midrib. The first work also shows a illustration of brown 
pupa of the usual lycaenid form at the upperside of leaflets, which seems not to be the 
normal pupation state. 

Specimens examined: 2303 29, Pishan, Taipei. emergence on 24. viii. 1981, 
reared by Yu-Chen CHANG, deposited in Department of Forest Biology, Taiwan 
Forestry Research Institute. 

Hostplants: Two species of the genus Cycas hitherto recorded from Taiwan as the 
larval food plant of this butterfly. 

C. revoluta THUNBERG. (After anonymous, 1976). 

C. Taiwaniana CARRIERE. (After Chang, 1982). 
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Figs. 1-8. The specimens of Chilades pandava pandava (HORSFIELD) from Taiwan. 1- 
2. &, upperside ; 3-4. 2, upperside; 5-6. &, underside; 7-8. 2, underside. 
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Fig. 9. The region near the Luyeh River where one of the hostplants of C. pandava 
pandava (HORSFIELD) — Cycas taiwaniana is native and abundant. 


Discussion 


In reference to the above-mentioned species in Taiwan, the first work mentions 
that “This insect shows up more in the Central & South areas, but less in the North.” ; 
and CHANG (1982) states “This insect shows up everywhere on this island.”. Neverthe- 
less it is not common in Taiwan, and it had not been recorded till 1976. Here are two 
assumptions on its presence in Taiwan as follows. 

1. The insect imigrates from Philippines or other regions to Taiwan, just like 
Chilades mindora C. FELDER did to Taketomi Is. (NAGAMINE, 1976) and Kuroshima Is. 
(ITOH et al., 1969) of the Ryukyus in 1966 — 1967. 

2. The insect is native to some parts of Taiwan, and disperses form there to other 
areas of Taiwan in a suitable condition. There is C. taiwaniana — one of the insect’s 
hostplants — along the eastern side of the Middle Mountain Ranges of Taiwan. The 
insect probably survives there by this plant, and the most possible permanent habitat 
will be the region near the Luyeh River (=the Kano’s River), Hungyeh, Yenping, 
Taitung (Fig. 9). This region is of a tropical climate, and covered with the most 
significant natural population of C. taiwaniana of Taiwan. 
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H fsa 
BE Chilades pandava pandava ZOT GR HIR) 


YF URE LP SY D i Fa VBR HVCLIELIEG RE CHRESHKHRMDSM, TODE 
MIRO ER Cio SO LCR, GRERMRRRMEDRICD ORAEBONKMBR, Thott 
Chilades pandava pandava HORSFIELD CHS CEDIA LK, ABBAS CBELRERELTKOS 
RODRRDE DNA, 

1 AIL 7s VE VTE OMIM I o RELET A, 

2 AHOREDOLOCHARAIVY FY Cycas taiwaniana TEBRO A REITIR E, 
Re ICSRREL CSO LM OHMTHI, BESS KERT CEARD, COPSABOIO 
Ho bhk\ RL TS, 

tb ICC ONG (CHK) BS URRARMEWAORELMRARHL BE SEALE 
Lk, EXBVBBAFRMSROBARARD bA RLD ARETAKO Ok. COMME 
F tL RULES SRE CHS, 
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